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Dear church family, 


 


Due to the latest update from Alberta Health Services, we have decided to (choose one: postpone 


EVENT/cancel EVENT/move EVENT online) for the foreseeable future.  


 


For many, this pandemic has caused a great deal of anxiety and fear. But we know that God calls us 


not to fear. He is alive, and he reigns over all situations that we face. It is our prayer that you would 


feel peace, and that you would rest in his presence.  


 


However, it’s still important to support our health officials in minimizing the potential spread of 


COVID-19. This presents an opportunity for us to find new, creative ways to continue engaging with 


our Foothills family members. 


 


Foothills leadership is continuing to monitor the situation, and will notify you once our programs are 


up and running again. We are currently in the process of creating our own website related to our 


COVID-19 response. 


 


Our site will contain videos and articles on the pandemic, as well as instructions on ways to engage 


with us online. This will include steps on using our chat during weekend services, how to give online 


and updates on COVID-19 and our response to it. Once the website is created, we will send the link in 


a church-wide email, as well as posting it on our Facebook and Instagram pages. 


 


While you won’t be here for EVENT, we encourage you to continue serving those around you. That 


includes family members, friends and neighbours. While the government is calling us to practice 


“social distance,” we don’t have to socially disconnect. In serving your community, however, we do 


encourage you to follow health protocols that have been outlined by Alberta Health Services. 


 


These steps include: 


 Avoiding close interactions with people, since the Coronavirus primarily spreads through 


water droplets spread from the mouth and nose 


 Avoiding touching your eyes, mouths or nose 


 Using good hygiene practices, including frequent handwashing 


 Practicing proper cough and sneeze etiquette, such as sneezing into your arm or a tissue 


 Monitoring your health, and contacting your primary health provider or 811 Health Link if you 


have questions or concerns about your health 


 


Since there’s a lot of information that’s being released on COVID-19, it’s easy to accidentally 


consume or spread misinformation. We encourage you to stay updated on the pandemic by visiting 


reputable sites such as: Alberta Health Services, Alberta Health, the CDC and the World Health 


Organization. 


 


Please pray that COVID-19 doesn’t continue to spread, and for those who have been impacted by it.  


 


Praying and Trusting, 


Pastor Ian 


 








 


 


Dear Foothills Family, 


 


A few weeks ago, our teaching series in church was called “Desperate Measures.”  


We had no idea what was coming - a deadly coronavirus that has sent us 


spiraling into social isolation, economic uncertainty and a deep concern for what 


the future will look like.    


 


Amidst all the uncertainty though, we who follow and trust Jesus, who is the 


Lord of all creation.  In him, we find peace and hope about what tomorrow will 


hold.  Yes, we will lament and yes, we will grieve.  But we will not let fear and 


uncertainty win the day.  We are a people of faith and courage.   


 


We are the people of God!  We are people who know who holds the future.  So 


we live with hope and courage in the midst of concern and separation.  We will 


get through this pandemic and like the first believers that first Passion Week: we 


will not allow the sadness of Friday or the silence of Saturday keep us from the 


hope and wonder that Easter Sunday brings! 


 


I want to update you briefly on some of the decisions our leadership community 


has made as well at some considerations were taking in response to COVID-19.  


Our first priority is and will always be: 


 


Our People  
 Many of our services, groups and ministries continue to meet online.  We are 


grateful for the technologies that exist, and for those who know how to use them, 


enabling us to continue connecting in a world where social distancing is 


mandated by our government officials.   


 People are phoning, texting, Facetiming, even resorting the ancient practice of 


sending cards and notes to each other!  It’s beautiful to see!  


 Our youth meet for devotions in the morning … our young adults connect in the 


afternoons … Life Groups meet many evenings …  Online Kids Sunday School is 


happening … Zoom has become our friend to help us connect! 


Our Finances 
 We are grateful for the continued financial support of Foothills in these recent 


weeks.  When we switched our weekend services to online only, we were 


uncertain as to online giving might mean for us   I will end this update with a 


summary of our giving over the past four weeks.  Here are some decisions we 


have made, and are prepared to make, moving forward: 







 


 


 


o Early into the COVID crisis, we laid off six part time facility personnel, 


since our building is closed outside of regular work hours.  We have also 


laid off six other individuals this week, largely due to our closed facility 


and our online-only programming.   


o We are prepared to cut the wages and / or hours of our remaining staff 


should that become necessary.  These cuts would be in the 10 to 20% 


range in most cases and could involve four- day work weeks for some 


staff.  We will only do this if our giving levels require it to be done.  At this 


point, because of your faithful giving, we do not need to make this step.  


We will monitor this closely and carefully. 


o Our Alliance District, which holds our mortgage, is allowing us to pay 


“interest only” on our mortgage from now until August and we have 


accepted that invitation.  This gives us relief from our $30,000 a month 


principal payment.  


What’s Next? 
 We will continue to provide the best online experiences for you and your family 


each week.  We do not want you to “watch church” – we want you to participate 


in church!   


 We will engage in the hard work of figuring out what the “new normal” will be for 


us after the initial crisis of the COVID storm.  We believe we will face many 


opportunities to engage in meaningful Kingdom work and we are excited about 


that. 


 We will continue to call our church to prayer and authentic expressions of biblical 


community. 


 We will lead the church with vision and faith but also with financial integrity. 


 We will continue to pray for and honour our government leaders as they make 


decisions about what we should and should not be doing at this time. 


 We will believe that God is still at work and we will seek to impact and influence 


friends and neighbours for Jesus.   


It is a very different day and age to live.  We will deal with the crisis before us 


today and prepare for the opportunities that will continue to arise.   This is a 


very unique season of life but we serve and trust in a God who prepares and 


enables us for “such times like this.”  We will act boldly and compassionately and 


continue to do the best we can – all for the love of neighbour and for the glory 


of our God. 







 


 


This weekend, we begin a new teaching series that will take us through May 


titled, “Promises, Promises.”  Together, we will remember and claim the amazing 


promises Scripture gives us along the journey of life.  Thanks for your prayers, 


your faithfulness and your courage.  You are loved.  You are missed.  You are 


valued.  You are prayed for.   


Pastor Ian  


 


Our Weekend Giving Summaries for the past three weekend services: 


We have four different funds (Ministry / Building / Missions and Compassion 


Fund) that people routinely give to and you are welcome to continue to do that.  


We are suggesting people give primarily to the General (or Ministry) Fund as it is 


easier for us to move funds from there to fulfill our other commitments.  Here is a 


summary of what has happened during our first four weekends of online 


services.  (This includes all four funds) 


 


Budgeted Donations Funds Received 


$272,223 $231,338 


This represents that we are currently receiving 85% of our budgeted giving over 


the past four weeks and for this we are deeply grateful! 


 


Here is a reminder of ways to give financially: 


The “Snail Mail - Pony Express Method” - Mail your offering to the church 


The “Steady as She Goes Way” - Set up pre-authorized debit giving – contact 


the church for details 


The “Anti-Canada Post Strategy” - Drop off your gift at the church during 


Monday to Friday work hours 


The “Save Foothills the 2% that Credit Cards take from Us” -  Drop by the 


church and use our debit machine 


The “Cool Way Kids Give” – AKA “Text to Give style” – Text Foothills and 


amount of gift to 73256 


The “Still Somewhat Mysterious World of Giving via Realm” – Contact Church or 


click on give button during weekend services 
 








 


 


Dear ushers, greeters and info desk volunteers, 
 
We’re all too aware of the Coronavirus; it dominates every news story – as it should. While staff 
members at Foothills Alliance Church aren’t responding to the outbreak in fear, we are 
monitoring the situation carefully. At this time, we are taking the Alberta Health Services’ 
position that the risk of catching the virus is low. 
 
However, we’re asking all our volunteers to help prevent our church from being exposed to this 
virus. We believe you play a vital role in protecting yourself, as well as other Foothills family 
members during this outbreak. While serving at Foothills, please: 
 
Ushers: 


• This weekend we will not be doing offering in the usual way. Instead of passing the 
offering plate around, we’ll be placing plates at the back of the Worship Centre. At the 
end of the service, people will drop off their offerings on their way out of the Centre. We 
will need you to stand there and watch the offering plates 


• Please make sure you’re not shaking hands or hugging other people 
 
Greeters: 


• This weekend we’re asking our greeters to open doors for people as they enter. This will 
help prevent the spread of germs from people touching handles. If you’re physically 
unable to, you can greet inside at your regular posts. 


• Please make sure you’re not shaking hands or hugging other people 
 
In general, please follow these guidelines to help Foothills stay safe and healthy during this 
outbreak:  
 


• Avoid close interactions with people, since the Coronavirus primarily spreads through 
water droplets spread from the mouth and nose 


• Use good hygiene practices, including frequent handwashing 
• Use alcohol-based hand sanitizer only if soap and water are not available 
• Practice proper cough and sneeze etiquette, such as sneezing into your arm or a tissue 
• Monitor your health, and contact your primary health provider or 811 Health Link if you 


have questions or concerns about your health 
 
If you suspect you have the virus, please stay at home and call 811 Health Link. You should also 
notify us that you’re not well. 
 
Thank you for your patience and understanding. As the Coronavirus situation continues to 
change each day, Foothills is working diligently to make sure our church is a safe and healthy 
place for all our Foothills family.  


Sincerely, 
Jerry Orthner, Adult Ministries Pastor 
 








June 10, 2020 


Hello Foothills Family! 


So there’s good news and bad news on the COVID-19 front as it relates to churches and worship 


services.   


The good news?  We can open up again! 


The Bad news?  It’s not quite as simple as it sounds! 


We are hopeful, though, that things are moving in the right direction. We are equally grateful for 


your prayers for, support of and participation in all things online! It’s been quite a season of life for 


us all but our God is good, kind and faithful. 


So what’s next? Just because we are allowed to “reopen” doesn’t mean we can, should or will. We 


have put together a fantastic team of leaders including health professionals, safety experts, 


strategic planners and church leaders to address the many attached re-opening guidelines the 


government has provided us with regarding reopening. The safety of our worshippers, and 


volunteers and staff is of paramount importance to us and will govern the decision making process.  


No one wants to gather together more than I do, but even more than that, I want to we must do it 


the right way and the honourable way.  


Having said that, I also can’t express deeply enough my gratitude to Rebecca Schnell and our 


Worship Arts team who continue to work diligently to provide us with the best online church 


experience. Cayd Greiner (who was on America’s Got Talent if you saw the show this week or read 


the Calgary Herald last week), Mark Holmes, Ethan Fowler and Gabe Lucas have all been amazing.   


We all covet your prayers for this process. 


Just a quick update on our giving during COVID-19. We continue to be amazed and grateful to God 


for your faithful giving. With our reduced expenditures, we have managed to meet all our expenses 


without going into our reserves funds. We have made one $25,000 transfer from General Funds to 


our Missions Fund, and will discuss doing that again this month at our next Board Meeting. I cannot 


begin to express how grateful I am for your sacrificial and faithful giving during this unique season 


of church life. 


It may be weeks, or even months, until we’re capable of meeting again, but we will keep you 


updated. In the meanwhile, we will continue connecting exclusively online each weekend. Thank 


you for your prayers and many expressions of kindness during this crisis. 


So when we open up again for weekend services isn’t crystal clear, but the day seems like it might 


be coming sooner than we expected.  We will keep you informed.  Again, thanks for your prayers 


and many expressions of kindness during this crisis.   


It is hard to find words to describe how grateful I am for you and how hopeful I am that we will be 


able to worship Jesus and celebrate life together soon!  







Along with our e-newsletter, there’s other ways you can stay informed on our re-opening process. 


Follow us on social media @foothillsyyc or visit myfoothills.ca for regular church-wide updates. 


Thank you for letting us journey with you in knowing God, loving others, reaching neighbours and 


serving the world. I so look forward to the day we can meet in person to worship Jesus and 


celebrate life together! 


Be safe, be blessed and take care of each other. 


Pastor Ian  


 








Dear Foothills family, 
 
After prayerful consideration, our Elder board has made the difficult decision to move our 
weekend services back to online only.  
 
As you know, yesterday, the provincial government announced new protocols relating to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Those restrictions included a plea for faith groups to meet online only if at 
all possible. The reality is, it’s possible for Foothills to honour this request and we have decided 
to do that to respect our authorities. 
 
While we could have continued to gather together, under these changes, weekend in-person 
service would have been even more restricted. There would be no connecting in the parking lot, 
no praying together after services, and, still, no singing worship together. So, with a heavy heart, 
we have chosen to move our services online.. 
 
We know many of our Foothills family may have conflicting feelings about this. As always, we 
want to be guided by scripture. Romans 13:1 and 1 Peter 2:13, remind us that we need to be 
respectful of our governing bodies. We read in Psalm 41:1 that we are also called to care for the 
vulnerable, and we know COVID-19 is most harmful to vulnerable populations. 
 
Since we first launched in-person services in September, we have carefully followed, and have 
gone above and beyond, AHS guidelines. It is a deep value for us to provide the safest worship 
experience that we can. We view this as a love thy neighbour commitment. As we often say, we’ll 
never know if we have overreacted to the COVID crisis, but we will clearly know if we have 
underreacted. That’s a risk we are simply unwilling to take.  
 
We know this Christmas is especially difficult for many of our Foothills family. But let us entrust 
our fears and anxieties to the One who is faithful to us. This season, we focus on Jesus as 
Immanuel – God with us. In our mourning, he is with us. Yes, we are discouraged. But, we are not 
defeated. And even though our building is closed, church is not cancelled. We will continue 
growing deeper in our relationships with each other and with God.  
 
Throughout the next five weeks, we will continue meeting online to connect, worship and pray 
together. While this is an undoubtedly challenging time, we are also incredibly thankful to have 
the technology, and those who know how to use it, to make this happen. 
 
This weekend, we would love for you to join us for our online production, For Shepherds. You can 
watch it Saturday evening at 7pm, or Sunday at 9 or 11am at foothillsalliance.tv.  
Our Christmas Eve service is also taking place online. You can gather with your household or 
cohort and watch our service Dec 24 at any time after 12pm.  
 
We deeply appreciate and covet your prayers as we navigate the complexities of COVID for all 
of us, especially this Christmas season. We are so thankful we get to journey with you in 
knowing God, loving others, reaching neighbours and serving the world. 
 
Trusting in him, 
Pastor Ian 








 


 


Dear Volunteer, 
 
We’re all too aware of the Coronavirus; it dominates every news story – as it should. While 
leadership at Foothills Alliance Church aren’t responding to the outbreak in fear, we are 
monitoring the situation carefully. At this time, we are taking the Alberta Health Services’ 
position that the risk of catching the virus is low. 
 
However, we’re implementing a few procedures to help keep our church a safe and healthy place. 
On our end, we’ve made sure all our bathrooms and sanitizing stations have proper signage on 
best hygiene practices. We have also increased how often we’re cleaning children’s toys, along 
with other commonly used items across the church, such as handles and railings.  
 
We’re asking all our volunteers to help prevent our church from being exposed to this virus. We 
believe you play a vital role in protecting yourself, as well as other Foothills family members 
during this outbreak. While serving at Foothills, please: 
 


• Do not shake hands or hug other people  
• Avoid close interactions with people, since the Coronavirus primarily spreads through 


water droplets spread from the mouth and nose 
• Avoid touching your eyes, mouths or nose 
• Use good hygiene practices, including frequent handwashing 
• Use alcohol-based hand sanitizer only if soap and water are not available 
• Practice proper cough and sneeze etiquette, such as sneezing into your arm or a tissue 
• Monitor your health, and contact your primary health provider or 811 Health Link if you 


have questions or concerns about your health 
 
As of March 10 there have been 14 confirmed cases of Coronavirus in Alberta, and those 
numbers are expected to grow. While Alberta’s top health officials have rated the risk of 
catching the virus low, it’s still important to protect yourself and others around you. 
 
Symptoms of Coronavirus include: 


• Fever 
• Cough 
• Difficulty breathing 
• Tiredness 


 
If you suspect you have the virus, please stay at home and call 811 Health Link. You should also 
notify us that you’re not well. 
 
Thank you for continuing to serve at Foothills Alliance Church. Please pray that this virus doesn’t 
continue to spread, and for those who have been impacted by it. 
 
Sincerely, 
Al Willms, Operations Director at Foothills Alliance Church 





